Saint Aloysius Catholic Church
A Discipleship Parish

January 3, 2021 – Epiphany
God, and Savior of the world. the great feast of Epiphany
celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi)
from the East, together with his baptism in the Jordan and
the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
“... they fell down and worshipped him. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh...” – Mt. 2:11. Notice the order of events in the
Magi’s visit. First, they knelt before Jesus and prayed to
Him. Then they presented Him with their gifts. We, too,
must take time to pray before we present our gifts to the
Lord. We never know what God may be asking us to share!
Today we celebrate one of the more inspirational Solemnities of the Christmas Season: Holy Epiphany. The Epiphany
is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of
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In the magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first fruits of the nations, who
welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi's coming to Jerusalem to pay homage to the
king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king
of the nations. Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him as Son of God and Savior of the
world only by turning towards the Jews and receiving from
them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.
The Epiphany shows that “the full number of the nations”
now takes its “place in the family of the patriarchs” and
acquires Israelitica dignitas (is made “worthy of the heritage of Israel”) [CCC 528].
I continue to be so impressed and edified by those who
give of their gifts to God through the church; in particular,
through our parish family. Thanks to all who avail themselves to the building up of the Kingdom of Christ among
us. From the Street Ministers to the Liturgy Committee;
Finance to Pastoral Council; Stewardship Committee to the
Women’s Club, Men’s Club, School Board, and many,
many more. All individuals, called by God, coming together to offer something beautiful to God. Thank you so much
(each of you!) for discerning the movement of God in your
heart and responding so generously.
St. Aloysius intercede for us that we might find the courage
to care for others during our pandemic like you did during
yours.
Be assured of my prayers for your and your family’s health
at Christmas and beyond… see you on-line! Ha, ha, see
you next year (as my students say).

With Pastoral Affection,
Fr. Clint, O.P.
Pastor
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Mrs. Denise Reavis
Happy New Year! Thank you for the wonderful support you give to our Parish
School. All of us here at St. Aloysius School would like to wish you a very safe and
Happy New Year. May you receive the gifts of this holy season – gifts of love, peace
and joy.
A Special Note… We are closely monitor Tier 3 mitigations during Christmas break.
Thank you for continuing to do your part to keep our school community healthy. As we
have mentioned before, it is a community effort, and we are grateful for your support
and commitment to keeping our doors open. Because of your continued support, we
have been able to facilitate in-person learning for a full eighty-five days. There have
been a few ups and downs, but God has guided our footsteps and allowed us to remain
on track. We wish everyone in the St. Aloysius community a very Happy New Year and
blessed 2021!
Save the Date...The Mini-Mega Raffle kicks off March 8, 2020. The raffle tickets are
a major fundraising undertaking for the school and parish and we are asking you to
make every effort to help sell tickets, not just to people in the parish, but to anyone you
happen to know. As we have stated before, tuition only covers half of the cost to educate
one child, this raffle helps with those costs. Tickets will be sold for $20, with a payout
of $5,000.00 plus two early bird drawings. Watch the bulletin for more information.
2020 Catholic Schools Appeal… The proceeds from this appeal are divided among
the Springfield-area Parish elementary schools and Sacred Heart-Griffin High School.
We received a check for $10,721.00 and it will be used for financial aid and important
operating expenses. Thank you for your prayers and financial support year after year
that helps keep Catholic education as a viable option for our families no matter what
their financial situation.
Thank you St. Aloysius School Magic Match Sponsors… St. Aloysius School
functions as one of the educational missions of the Parish. We would like to thank and
acknowledge our Magic Match Sponsors for their belief in Catholic Education and their
continued support through the school year. This year’s sponsors for the 2020-2021
school year are... Heartland Credit Union, Tony’s Electric Services, Inc. Truman Flatt &
Sons, Inc. Knights of Columbus #4175, In Memory of Helene Rachford, Triad Industrial
Supply Corp., Bank of Springfield, Noonan True Value, Marine Bank, Luers Uniform, Michael & Beth Beasley, St. Joseph’s Parish, Cathedral of Immaculate Conception Parish, Dr. Jim McDermott, Skeff Distributing and a St. Aloysius Parishioner. Please support our Magic Match Sponsors! Their continued support for Catholic
Education and dedication is appreciated!
Catholic Schools Week 2021 won’t be the usual action packed week we’ve given
our students in the past, but we promise to do our best to keep it fun! Field trips aren’t
on the agenda so we may be bringing some different activities into our school to help
us celebrate! Including a Chick-fi-la spirit week.
Classes will resume Monday, January 6!

“Love is the True North that always leads us home.”
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— Parish Data —
WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING

PARISHCALENDAR
CALENDAR
PARISH
PARISH
CALENDAR
PARISH
CALENDAR
PARISH
CALENDAR
PARISH
CALENDAR
PARISH
CALENDAR

January 3
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 5
January 5
January 6
January 6
January 6
January 7
January 7
January 8
January 8
January 9
January 9
January 9
January 10
January 10
January 12
January 12
January 12

8:00am
8:45am

Sunday Morning Mass
Communion Service
School Resumes
Morning Mass
All School Mass Virtual
Rosary
Morning Mass
Rosary
Helping Hands
Morning Mass
Rosary
Morning Mass
Rosary
Street Ministry
Confessions
Saturday Evening Mass
Sunday Morning Mass
Communion Service
Morning Mass
All School Mass Virtual
Rosary

8:00am
3:00pm
8:00am
3:00pm
5:30pm
8:00am
3:00pm
8:00am
3:00pm
3:30pm
4:30pm
8:00am
8:45am
8:00am
3:00pm

Week 24 & 25
Weekly Offertory

December 20 &27

$14,239.00

Shepherd one Student
Building Fund

Total to Date
$195,184.00

$150.00

$7,452.00

$75.00

$1,635.00

Bingo

$20,992.40

The budgeted amount is the minimal required to maintain services, employee benefits, utilities, and maintenance at current levels and does not provide
for debt payment, unbudgeted repairs or improvements for the Parish.
Weekly Offerings budget for the month of December is $40,000.00. We
received 100% of needed funding to meet essential budget obligations.

Annual Diocesan Stewardship Campaign

Assessment (FY20-21)

$62,606.00

Pledge
Residual (due June 30, 2021)
Debt/Accrued Deficits

Weekly Attendance-December 27-28
Total

Unpaid Diocesan Liabilities
Paid

55

81

136
Amount owed

Parish Ministry Schedule - Sat-Sun - January 9-10

Saturday, 4:30pm

Sunday, 8:00am

Music
Lector
E.M.
Servers
In charity, please remember in your prayers… 2017… Donald Drendel, Denzil DeVanney, Walther Fliege, Barbara
Todd, Helen Richardson, Mary Bedolli, Donald Mroscak, August Papilli, Frances Emmons, Robert Berberet
Sr. Katie Raffa, John Williams, Barbara Veseling, Mike Timko, Richard Neal Sr. Marianne Charles, Robert
Wolf, Virginia Wagner and Betty Andretta. 2018… Larry Brooks, Katherine Stoecker, Betty Chernis, Kathy
Martin, Beatrice Nimpson, Fredrick Bedolli, Mary Kulek, Bernie Hagele, Dorothy Warrington, Mary LeMasters, Peg Wilson, Annette Hickman, Edna Kennedy, Joseph Carlove, Bernadine Seitz, Joseph Crowe, Patricia Rigdon, Janet Coe, Jeannette O’Ravis. 2019... Lena Ostenburg, Bonnye Locke, Alda Bretz, Della
Maurer, Leonard Naumovich, Leanne Schleyhahn, Delores Anthony, Carl Venvertloh, Elmer Schuster, Norman and
Helen Reeves, Pat Capranica, Richard Murawski, John Wolosick, William Eck, Leonard Jann, Laura Palazzolo,

Christine Kohlrus, Carole Wetherell, Larry Tebrugge Sr. 2020... John Power Jr., John Bensi, Ceil Trello, Anne
Mitrone, John Trstensky, Matt Cosgrove, Dominic Titone, Bernice Ralph, Patricia Mathews, Marian Reinbold,
Anthony Pianezza, Brian Wheatley, Patricia Mathews, Diane Stevens, Daniel Jackson and Elsie Venvertloh.
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Around the Church
The Epiphany of the Lord. January 3, 2021. Copartners in the
Promise. The readings and this solemnity are
filled with competing images and persons. Darkness and light. Christians of Jewish heritage and
Gentiles. Chosen people and coheirs, copartners. Herod and the Magi. Epiphany teaches us
this: all are members of the same body, all are
coheirs of God’s goodness, all are copartners in the promise of
Christ Jesus. Like the Magi, how will I give homage to Christ
today? Whom do I look down upon that I must see as a copartner
with me? What treasure will I give away, will I offer to another?

Start again
The start of a new year is a good time for a little perspective. To
take stock of things. To look at how you’re doing. And where you
are.
Are you where you hoped you would be? Did things work out the
way you wanted them to?
More importantly, are you where God is calling you? Are you doing
what God is calling you to do?

Be honest with yourself. If your answer is “not really,” then maybe
Special Collection... We ask for your help in meeting our anit’s time to rethink what you’re doing.
nual assessment for Catholic Times. You can find an envelope for
the Catholic Times in your Jan/Feb packet. If you do not receive But don’t waste your time beating yourself up about it.
envelopes, your donation can be placed in plain envelope marked
Catholic Times.
As St. Francis de Sales says, “Have patience with all things, but
chiefly have patience with yourself.”
Be Not Afraid to PRAY BIG! We currently have 16 seminarians, which is great! But wouldn’t 40 be better?? YES!!! We invite Use today to focus on what really matters – reconnecting with God.
you to pray a Hail Mary EVERY DAY at 4:40 for our diocese to
That’s the part that has to come first. If you don’t have God as your
have 40 seminarians. 4:40 for 40 Seminarians!
foundation, none of the rest of it will matter.
How do I know if I’m giving enough of my time, talent, and
treasure? We know it’s enough when we can no Set yourself up for a great year by using today well.
Reconnect with God.
longer make excuses about the size of our gift,
how we spend our time, or the ways that we use
Then start again.
our talents. It should be sacrificial. We must be
sincere and able to say that we are being honest with God and
with ourselves. Stewards are joyful people! Take time to reflect
-Deacon Jim
on God’s blessings with gratitude and look for the presence of
both peace.
Faith Talk for Families... Today is the Feast of Epiphany which is
the celebration of God coming into our lives. The gospel
tells the story of the Three Wisemen and their journey to
see the new king, baby Jesus. Try to imagine that you are
one of the Wisemen. You see a new star in the sky that
outshines all of the other stars. You know in your heart
that this star must be shining for a very special event – a
way
new king. You don’t know where this new king is or anything else about him but you leave your home anyway to
Blessings this New Year … “The Lord bless you and keep
follow the star. You bring with you the most precious gift that you have
you, make his face shine upon you, be gracious to you, give you
to give to the new king. When you arrive you find a poor mother and
peace” (Numbers 6:24-26). These are beautiful words that may be father with a baby. Believe it or not, this story happens to us over and
used when speaking to friends, loved ones, and even ourselves
over every day. We ARE the Wisemen. We experience little epiphanies
this January first. We are called to ponder the blessings of our
(God coming into our lives) all the time, for example, when we see a
beautiful flower, a rainbow , a friendly smile or feel the love of our
past year and to be thankful for the many blessings we have reparent’s arms around us. God has also sent many stars to guide us. Our
ceived. These blessings can be our strength in the New Year.
parents, teachers, priests and other religious, friends, animals, plants,
Praise God for the many treasures that are ours. Let us stop the
books, and music are some of the things that can help guide us to God.
noise of our life for a few minutes and remember the ways in
which God has brought us peace. Mary, Mother of Jesus, teach us The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought by some to be rooted in the gift giving of the Magi. In many cultures, gifts are not exhow to ponder our treasures, how to draw strength from our bless- changed at Christmas, but rather on the Feast of the Epiphany. Whenings, as we journey into this New Year.
ever you exchanged your Christmas gifts, take some time to think about
this tradition of gift giving at Christmas. Think of the best gift you have
received. What was it? What made it special? Was it the gift itself, the
thought that went into it, or the person who gave it to you? Like the
Please remember... The City of Springfield Mask Mandate
Wisemen, we bring gifts to offer to God. We merely have to offer
includes St. Aloysius Church, School and Parish house from ensomething of ourselves! .” Look for Jesus in everyone you meet.
tering to exiting our parish facilities. Thank you !

Stewardship Thought for the Week... Stewardship is not
about money…. It’s about something much more fundamental:
how we respond to the Lord’s call to be disciples and how we live
out that faithful response in our lives.” Stewardship Daniel Con-
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Parish Bulletin Board
We will conclude the Christmas Season with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on
January 10, 2021. At that time the Christmas decorations will start to come down. Again
so many thanks to all who donated poinsettias this Christmas season. They glorified our
Lord and sanctuary with their great beauty! Many thanks are extended to all who made our
Christmas liturgies the very special ones they were. Our special gratitude goes to the ushers, cantors, musicians, our Liturgy Committee, and our office and maintenance staff.
Your dedication and commitment to our parish made these celebrations very special ones.
THANK YOU!
Bishop Paprocki has dispensed the faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Masses
and Holy Days of Obligation for the foreseeable future due to COVID-19. The Bishop
does not intend to re-impose the obligation for sometime into the new year. The reality is
the disease is still with us. Feeling ‘unsafe’ about being in a crowd may be suggestive
enough for an individual to wisely stay home for the time being. Indeed, when one has or
suspects themselves of having symptoms, it is expected that those individuals stay home!
As for those attending church in-person, we continue with our COVID measures. Our procedures of maintaining social distance from one another and to have face-masks available.
Please remember face coverings are required at all times from entering to exiting our parish facilities. We should be reminded of the importance of watching out for each other.
Please remember our live streamed daily Rosary at 3:00pm on Facebook and daily mass
each morning at 8:00am.
Jesus is still calling us to Holy Communion… Although at this time it may not always be
possible for you to attend Mass and to receive Jesus in Holy Communion sacramental, we
are encouraged to take up the time honored, devout practice of making a “Spiritual Communion”. If you watch Mass on TV or the internet, it is fitting to pray the following at the
time of the priest’s Holy Communion.

Thank you for your contributions that
keep us current on bills,
utilities, payroll, benefits,
and so much more. Whenever there is a challenge or a
need, St. Aloysius Parishioners always
step up. Thank you!
St. Aloysius Prayer Chain... If you
have a special intention or someone
whom you would like prayers offered
please call Mrs. Vikki Warren @ 217544-2299.

Stewardship … Gracious and loving God, we understand
that you call us to be
stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of
all you have entrusted to
us. Help us to use your
gifts wisely and to share
them generously. May our faithful
stewardship be the hallmark of our
discipleship, a visible sign of our
commitment to Christ. We pray with
grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Act of Spiritual Communion... A Prayer by St. Alphonsus Liguori... My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramental, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
January 4 St. Elizabeth
Please help us meet our parish goal for the Annual Diocesan Stewardship Campaign. As you prepare your end of the year charitable giving please respond to the Cam- January 5 St. John Neumann
8:00am Brian Wheatley +
paign request. Please mail, if you have not done so, your pledge/gift to the diocese in the
envelope provided in the mailing. Many thanks! The parishes in the diocese are now embracing the SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP. This Season of Stewardship invites our paJanuary 6 Christmas Weekday
rishioners to pray about and embrace the gifts of time, talent and treasure. In the invitation
8:00am All Parishioners +
letter you received from me, there is a pledge card to complete and then return to the parish
office. Many have taken the time to do this, so please join your fellow parishioners in mak- January 7 Christmas Weekday
ing your commitment of time, talent and treasure for the new year ahead. Many thanks for
8:00am
Patricia Mathews+
your ongoing practice of stewardship.
January 8 Christmas Weekday
8:00am
John Ciotti+
Thank you to all who support our Shepard one Student Tuition Assistance
(SOS) for Education helps offset tuition costs for Catholic families who want a faith-based
education for their children, but cannot afford full tuition. Families apply for assistance at January 9 Christmas Weekday
the beginning of each school year and are awarded help based on need and available monies. This year current school SOS is helping 6 families with 11 children to St. Aloysius
School. Our SOS is funded through the Harvest of Faith Endowment and by contributions January 10 Baptism of the Lord
from St. Aloysius parishioners. Want to donate? Use the yellow envelope in your monthly Sat 4:30pm Jim Esslinger+
Sun 8:00am Leonard Naumovich+
church giving packet. All gifts are greatly appreciated!
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The Epiphany of the Lord

Written by
THE
FA I T H F U L
DISCIPLE

Is 60:1-6 | Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 | Mt 2:1-12
GROW

AS A DISCIPLE |

PRAY, STU DY, ENG AGE, S ERVE

The Christmas tree has become a fire hazard, shedding
needles everywhere. The kids have cast aside their new toys.
Perhaps we’ve overspent this holiday season and are vaguely
anxious about the bills. The bookmark in our Advent devotional is stuck at Dec. 9, and we’ve already blown a couple
New Year’s resolutions. And yet, the words of prophet Isaiah
shake us out of our doldrums: “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon

RESET

you … Raise your eyes and look about.” Freed from the busyness of the holiday season, we get a kind of do-over. Even on
the grayest of winter days, Christ’s light breaks through in this
new year and presents new opportunities to open ourselves
to the activity of the Holy Spirit acting in our lives. Let us pray
for the grace to recognize it.

GO

EVANGELIZE

PRAY ER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

I love the feast of the Epiphany because I went into labor
with my oldest son that night; he came into the world on a
rainy, blustery Monday morning in 1998. I remember the joy
my healthy baby boy brought to me and my husband, his
grandmas, aunts, uncles and cousins. Imagine the joy the
Wise Men must have felt when they followed that star and
saw baby Jesus for the first time! They praised the Christ
Child with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. God
still dwells among us today, and the Light of Christ beckons
us all to follow it. As we bless our homes this Epiphany and
pray, “ May all who enter this home find Christ’s light and
love,” let us witness to God’s presence in our homes and in
our hearts by offering Christ our very own gifts – of our lives
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and our abiding faith in him.

PRAY the Blessing of the Home and Household: “The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling place among us. It is
Christ who enlightens our hearts and homes with his love.
May all who enter this home find Christ’s light and love.”

